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A Message from our VicePresident, @
Harry Jeroy

Colleagues, Eadch and Every One,

The mid-Decanber TBA Christmas gala & the
Old Country Buffet was a delightful success
The gathering was well attended, and the
canaraderie was genuine. Certificaes of
reaognition were avarded to Pamela Fisher, Art
Halstead, and Joe Taylor. Also, it was my
remarkable good fortune to recave aCertificae,
and Ithank everyone sinceely for that
kindress Itis planned to present Fred Hafer's
Certificae to hm at our January meding.

The program was superb. Our Past President,
Mike Carney, discussd the many facds of
beekeeping pradicesin Europe. Our enthusiastic
group welcomed na only Mr. Carney, bu aso
our current President Mr. Steve Blad.

The Gift Exchange adivity was a jovia event.
Under the inspiring diredion d Judy Ferguson,
the principle “They laugh best who laugh last”
was applied to the distribution d the gifts to
everyone' s amusement and merriment.

Again, an emphatic Thank You to al the
participants and partygoers.

We will launch our New Yea in high style. The
feaured speaker for our January 9" meding will
be Mr. Ken Carmody. We will be the
beneficiaries as he shares his proven experience
and laudable adievements in beekeeing.
Separately, Pamela Fisher will provide welcome
instruction on the intelligent use of the
refracometer.
@

Our February meding will be our tradition
laden Founder's Day Dinner; i.e, ancther
party! Last yea thecuisine was srvedat the
Mill Swamp Road hame of Betty and Bob
Schwartz. We have apressng need for hosts for
this yea's event. Respond to the darion cdl!
Comeforward and lay clam to this
signa hona.

Spring will come quickly. @

Happy New Yea MM V1!

+ DJU-HR

Next Meeting: Monday, January 9, 2006 at
7:30pm

Location: Agricultural Extension Trailer on
Holt Drive in the Chesapeake Municipal
Center

Program: "Ten Things That I've Learned".
Presented by: Ken Carmody

Carol Watkins is looking for volunteas to staff
the TBA boah at the 2006 Virginia Flower &
Garden Show held at the Virginia Bead
Convention Center. Hours are Saturday,
January 21 from 9 am - 5 pm and on Sunday
January 22 from 10 am - 4 pm. Participation
includes free amisgon to the show and an
oppatunity to sell your hive products as well as
educae the pubic &ou the importance of
horeybees. If youwould like to help, Carol will
have a sign-up shed at the January monthly
meding.



TIDEWATER BEEKEEPER
“YARD NOTES’

For January

Temperatures this winter have been warmer than
noma so far. While the bees can make
cleansing flights and colled pdllen, they are dso
consuming their winter stores at a faster rate than
if they were in a normal winter cluster. Ched
your hives more dosely in January and February
rather than waiting until March.  Suppement
light hives with a 2:1 sugar syrup while the
wedher stays mild.

Ancther side dfed of the warm weaher is
increased brood poduction. This means your
hives may have large popdations in ealy spring
realy to take alvantage of the first nedar flow.
You may have to ke an eye out for swarming
behavior ealier than namal. Consider
reseaching swarm management techniques sich
as making splits and setting out bait hives to be
realy for the new yea.

‘@ What's Blooming in
January?

Consider planting some of the
following flowering plants to enhance your
landscape and provide pollen and nectar for
your bees:

Leatherleaf Mahonia (Mahonia
japonica)

Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
Camellia (Camellia sasanqua and
japonica)

Early Bulbs

Pansies

Winter Daphne (Daphne Odora)
Witch Hazel (Hamamelis vernalis)
Hellebore (Helleborus)

Giant Leaf Paper Plant (Edgeworthia
chrysantha)

Sweet Box (Sarcococca confusa)
Winter Honeysuckle (Lonicera
fragrantissima) @

Remembering Calvin Sms

by Art Halstead

On Decanber 12th, the Tidewater
Beekegoers lost their first Honarary
Life member: Cavin Sims. Mr.
Simswas adive with the dub's
beginnings in the late 1970s and 80s. He is
best remembered as a Col. Sanders look-alike.

Always ready to contribute to the meding
programs, he had an inquiring mind. When there
was the discovery of mites, first on the scene in
Florida, he paded up hs pickup truck, traveled
to  Florida,andsought  outthe  dfeded
bekeegpers to get the story first hand. His love
of travel took im to seeg first hand, the pyramids
of Egypt, the Andes of Peru, and Mardi gras in
New Orleans.

A native of Bedford County, VA, he began his
work caea as a boy of 12, dHivering
prescriptions on Hs bicycle for Peoples Drug
store. Yeas later, he retired from Peoples Drug
as a regional manager. Mr. Sims, as we cdled
him out of resped, na only becaise of his yeas,
but aso becaise of his wedth of knowledge,
operated the TeaHouse & the Norfolk Botanicd
Gardens. This gdeline proved to be quite a
convenient locaion to sell the honey products
from his growing numbers of bee olonies.

Mr. Sims aded as svarm coordinator for the
Tidewater Bee Club. While most cdls were for
removal of fresh swarms, some cdls were
concerning bees that had establi shed themselves
within buldings. His answer was to enlist other
bekegoersto "lean' them the business of
extrading bees from odd pgaces.

His sense of humor was evident when he showed
up at the April Fod's Do-Da parade in his horey
truck and a huge hornet's nest. He believed in
frugality; use that equipment aslong as possble.

His favorite saying concerning horey saes: “you
have a Cadillac product, requiring Cadillac
prices’. He believed in dang the job properly,
and treding people fairly. Folk with
that credo are getting rare indeed.



