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A Message from our President, 
Steve Black 

 
Here’s hoping 2006 is a great year for all 

beekeepers and proves a super honey year for 

each of us.   

Tidewater Beekeepers Association has helped 

introduce many people to the wonderful world of 

spending money on all types of equipment, as 

well as helped them along the beginners road of 

making mistakes, correcting those mistakes, and 

seeking help from the club’s many experienced 

beekeepers.   

I believe a 2006 challenge for each of us should 

be to contact our beekeeping friends who have 

become inactive in our club.  Would each of you 

join me in trying to rebuild our numbers back to 

a higher level? 

I want to thank Harry for conducting the very 

efficient meetings each month.  Any of you may 

forward suggestions regarding the meetings to 

Harry or myself via e-mail or by phone.  A 

suggestion of several members is that we have an 

open discussion at each meeting where new 

beekeepers can ask questions of the Master 

Beekeepers in the club. 

Please join us for our Founders Day potluck 

dinner at the home of Ken & Laura Carmody.   

I’d like to propose that those of you with excess 

equipment consider bringing it to the event with 

the intention of selling what you don’t use and 

buying items you need.   The only stipulation is 

that no equipment be left at the home of our 

gracious hosts. 

Thanks to each of you for being a member of a 

great organization. 

 

Steve 
 
 

 
Next Meeting:   Feb. 11, 2006 at 4:00pm 
Location: 1908 Foxwood Dr., Chesapeake,  

       VA  23323  
Program:   Founders Day Dinner 
 
 

 
TIDEWATER   BEEKEEPER 

“YARD NOTES”  
For     February 

 
 
 
 

 
February is typically the most severe winter weather 
month in Tidewater.  We find our bees clustered in 
their hives waiting for the warm days of spring.   
►Make sure that your hive entrances are open and 
not blocked by dead bees should we get a few days of 
50°F or warmer weather for cleansing flights.   
►Continue to check the colonies for adequate winter 
stores by lifting them from the rear; you should be 
lifting 45 to 50 pounds at this time of year.  Feed any 
light hives to prevent starvation. 
►Place your orders for package bees or queens as 
soon as possible to ensure timely spring delivery.  
Supplies are expected to be limited this year due to 
last year’s storm damage in the southern states. 
►Take inventory of your equipment and order any 
new woodenware anticipating the assembly and 
painting time.  
►Consider subscribing to the American Bee Journal 
and/or Bee Culture.  These monthly magazines are 
excellent sources of information on the latest research 
and events in the beekeeping and honey industry.   
Advertisements by suppliers often introduce new 
equipment and the classified ads are a great source of 
inexpensive used equipment. 
 

 



Emergency Winter 
Feeding 

from Fundamentals of Beekeeping 

 

Colonies found short of food stores 

before late March are difficult to manage. 

Feeding heavy sugar syrup at this time is not 

normally recommended, since it places an 

additional stress on the clustered bees. Inversion 

of the sucrose and handling excess water causes 

problems for honeybees. Too much moisture in 

the bee's diet causes dysentery. Three food 

sources that the beekeeper may consider at this 

time of year are combs of honey, dry sugar, or 

sugar candy. 

Some beekeepers save combs of honey in the fall 

for spring feeding. Place two or three combs of 

honey as near the cluster as possible without 

disrupting or breaking it. If you do not have 

combs of honey in storage, you may have to take 

combs from colonies with a surplus. 

Occasionally, such feeding practices are 

necessary to save a colony from starvation. In 

these circumstances, break the cappings on the 

comb to give the bees quicker access to the 

honey. Never feed combs of honey unless you 

are absolutely sure they are free of disease, 

particularly American foulbrood. Honey never 

should be purchased from other sources to feed 

bees. A definite advantage of feeding combs of 

honey is that it will not initiate robbing in the bee 

yard. 

Dry granulated sugar may be poured around the 

hole of the inner cover or spread on a piece of 

paper above the frames. Specially constructed 

sugar holders (rim feeders) that replace the inner 

cover beneath the top cover also can be used. To 

take full advantage of the dry sugar, colonies 

must be strong, temperatures warm enough so 

the cluster can be broken, and adequate moisture 

must be available. In some instances, bees will 

carry dry sugar out of the hive and discard it. 

This approach is not well suited to colonies that 

need food immediately to survive. 

Probably the best approach to emergency feeding 

is to feed sugar candy made from the following 

recipe: 

SUGAR CANDY  
15 pounds sugar  

3 pounds glucose or white corn syrup  

4 cups water  

1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar 

Dissolve the sugar in the water by stirring and 

boiling the mixture until the temperature of the 

syrup rises to 242°F. You must use a candy 

thermometer while bringing the syrup to 242°F. 

Let the syrup cool to 18O° F, then beat until 

thick. Pour the candy into molds lined with wax 

paper. Place a cake of sugar on two small, 1/2 

inch square strips of wood in an empty super 

above the cluster of bees. Cover the candy and 

the space around it with cloth or newspaper to 

keep it warm. Remove any remaining candy and 

feed syrup when the weather gets warm in March 

or April. 

 
Founders Day Dinner 

 

Our annual Founders Day Dinner will 
be held on February 11th at the home of Ken 
and Laura Carmody.  Their address is 1908 
Foxwood Drive, Chesapeake, VA  23323.   
The Founders Day event is a potluck dinner 
where members bring a dish that is special 
to their family.  Dinner will start at 4:00pm.  
A new feature this year is the equipment 
sale.  Members may bring their excess 
beekeeping equipment to sell to other club 
members.  This is a good opportunity to pick 
up some great buys and clean out your 
surplus inventory. 
Ken advised that Shillelagh Rd. is now 
closed at Dominion Blvd.  For the party, 
people need to turn into the light by the new 
WalMart, the road curves around to 
Shillelagh Rd.  Please call Ken for directions 
at 548-8869 

 
ReQueening/Splits Field Day 

 
Ken Carmody has offered to host a 

field day on re-queening and making 

splits when his queens arrive this spring.  The 

exact date will depend on the weather.  We will 

get the word out to all members as the date 

approaches so that you can make plans to attend 

this informative demonstration. 



Short Course 
 
On February 25th, the 
Beekeepers of the 
Albemarle will hold a 
beekeeping short course 

at the Agricultural Extension Office in 
Elizabeth City, NC.  The course is one day 
only, from 8:00 to 4:30pm.  The cost of the 
program is $20. per person which includes 
literature and lunch. No pre-registration is 
necessary and TBA members are welcome. 
For further information or directions, please 
call Jessica Lynam at 252-331-7773 or e-
mail her at: 
danielhlynam@earthlink.net. 
 

 
Beekeeping Association Events 
  

NC State Beekeepers Association  
March 17-18, 2006 

Village Inn Golf & Conf. Center 

Clemmons, NC 

www.ncbeekeepers.org 

 

VA State Beekeepers Association  
June 9-10, 2006 

4-H Conference Center 

Smith Mountain Lake, VA 

www.virginiabeekeeprs.org 

 

Heartland Apicultural Society   
July 6-8, 2006 

Vincennes University 

Vincennes, IN 

www.heartlandbees.com 

 

NC State Beekeepers Association      
July 13-15, 2006 

Radisson Motel 

High Point, NC 

www.ncbeekeepers.org 

 

Eastern Apicultural Society    
July 31-Aug 4, 2006 

Young Harris College 

Young Harris, GA 

www.easternapiculture.org 

 

 

Beekeeping Legislation  

Senator Harry B. Blevins of Chesapeake has 

introduced two pieces of legislation that are 

friendly to beekeepers in the 2006 Virginia 

General Assembly: 

Senate Bill No.101:  Persons keeping 50 or 

fewer hives and selling the honey produced by 

their own bees shall not be required to process 

the honey in a certified honey house or food 

processing establishment, nor shall the person be 

required to obtain a permit from the Department, 

provided that honey is of edible quality and of 

the quality as represented.  The person shall be 

required to comply with the other provisions of 

this chapter.  

Senate Joint Resolution No. 38:  Requesting the 

Virginia Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services to study the plight of 

Virginia’s beekeepers.   

 

FDA approves Tylan for AFBFDA approves Tylan for AFBFDA approves Tylan for AFBFDA approves Tylan for AFB    

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has approved TYLAN (tylosin tartrate) 
Soluble for the control of American foulbrood 
(AFB) in honeybees.   

FDA reviewed extensive data to ensure the 
product met all necessary effectiveness, 
animal health, human food safety, and 
environmental standards.   FDA has 
concluded that the honey derived from 
honeybees fed tylosin tartrate is safe when 
the bees are fed according to the approved 
labeling.  

Label instructions indicate that honeybee 
colonies should receive three treatments 
administered as a dust in 
confectioners/powdered sugar.  The dose is 
applied (dusted) over the top bars of the 
brood chamber once weekly for 3 weeks.  
The drug should be fed in the early spring or 
fall and consumed by the bees before the 
main honey flow begins to avoid 
contamination of production honey.  
Complete treatments at least 4 weeks prior 
to main honey flow.   


