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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings one and all, 
    My visits to my bee yards have been fewer lately 
but the bees are doing well despite my busy 
schedule.  I've put feeders on the hives because 
more than half of my hives were "light" in my 
estimate.  I hope this recent cold snap will end so I 
can get the bucket feeders filler again so they can 
store some more syrup. I'm trying High Fructose 
Corn Syrup for the first time this year.  I can tell 
you already it's easier to use because I don't have 
to boil the water and mix in the sugar.....let's see 
what the bees think about it. 
  
I'm still working with the Norfolk City Attorney's 
Office on the new beekeeping Ordinance.  They've 
asked for some research data and with the help of 
the membership we provided it.  They also asked 
for input and that was also provided.  The input 
was kept very simple and basic; Hives greater 
than 15 feet from property lines, source of water 
within 50 feet of hives, no beekeeping in 
apartment buildings, and one hive per 1,000 
square foot of lot.  Most lots in Norfolk are 5,000 
minimum so that would allow five hives per 
minimum lot......not a bad compromise if we can 
get it passed.  This is the input I provided, we'll 
see what the final draft looks like when the 
lawyers are finished with it! 
  
Two weeks ago I found a hedge in Suffolk with 
thousands of bees working.....turns out it was 
elaeagnus pungens .  Any of our gardeners have 
experience with this plant?  It looks like a late 
season bloomer and if it produces nectar may help 
reduce the amount of feed required to over winter 
the colonies. 
  
That's all for now....back to bottling honey! 

  
Cheers, 
Fred Hafer 
 

 
Next Meeting: Monday, November 13, 2006 
at 7:30pm 
Location: Agricultural Extension Trailer on 
Holt Drive in the Chesapeake Municipal 
Center 
Program: First Aid 
Speaker 
 
  
October 9, 2006 – Tidewater Beekeepers 
Meeting 
 
The monthly TBA meeting was called to order 
at 7:45 PM at the Chesapeake Agriculture 
Annex- Holt Dr., by Karen Zablocki, the 
Treasurer in the absence of Fred Hafer, the 
President, and Joe Taylor, the Vice President.  
Mr. Hafer arrived at 8:00 PM and presided 
over the remainder of the meeting. Several 
new visitors attended; introductions were 
made. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was given by Karen 
Zablocki.  The ending balance as of Oct. 9, 
2006 was $1,847.25. 
 
The program for the evening was “Bee 
Gadgets”.  Several members presented their 
gadgets.  Gadgets included: permacomb; a 
device to make corners on box comb honey; 



a drone trap; wire spool; a honey drum; a box 
stand; a hive top feeder; and a bee vacuum. 
 
Mr. Hafer reported that Marcus Griffin has 
resigned as website committee chairman.  Mr. 
Hafer also stated that Court Tompkins has 
responded to the request to end registration 
of the TBA website.  TBA has a domain name 
but no IP address.  Mr. Hafer asked that the 
membership vote on a new website chairman.  
Bob Schwartz nominated Pam Fisher as the 
new webmaster.  The motion was seconded.  
Majority agreed. 
 
Floyd Watkins nominated Carol Watkins as 
the “back up” webmaster. The motion was 
seconded and the majority agreed. 
 
Floyd Watkins asked if members would like to 
see changes to the website, they should 
request them via email to Pam Fisher. 
 
Mr. Hafer stated Mr. Tompkins may be due 
reimbursement for renewal of the domain 
name. 
 
Mr. Hafer stated that the Norfolk City Council 
has drafted a new ordinance for beekeeping 
based on the surrounding cities ordinances.  
Norfolk City Council meetings are normally 
held on a Thursday at 7 PM. 
 
A member reported that the city of 
Chesapeake is considering asking 
beekeepers to buy a $40 permit for ownership 
of beehives, but that the person they spoke 
with did not seem sure of the legalities. 
Mr. Hafer stated that there is a website that 
contains city ordinances, which is called 
Municode. 
 
Mr. Hafer asked the membership if it would 
support his efforts to bring beekeeping back 
to Norfolk.  The motion was voted upon, 
seconded and the majority agreed. 
 
Break 8:35 PM 
The meeting resumed at 8:50 PM. 
 
Mr. Hafer made a motion that the short 
course be moved from April to March. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 

The mentorship program will be discussed 
during the next meeting. 
 
Carol Watkins stated that the Harvest Fair at 
the Farmer’s Market in Virginia Beach will be 
on Oct. 21 from 9 AM until 4 PM.  Mrs. 
Watkins asked for members to volunteer to 
attend the Harvest Fair.   
 
The state beekeepers meeting will be held 
Nov. 4th in Weyers Cave at Blue Ridge 
Community College.  Pam Fisher volunteered 
to look into obtaining a van for transportation.  
Members are to email Pam by Oct. 16 to 
confirm interest in riding in the van. 
 
Twelve hundred copies of the bee coloring 
book have been distributed by Lisa Wiggins 
and Nina Calvano. 
 
Members reported that their honeybees are 
still bringing in nectar. 
 
Open Discussion:   

• The internal temperature of a hive is 
94-95 degrees 

• If bees swarm onto people use a water 
hose to spray them.   

• Plastic frames require coating of 
beeswax in order for bees to draw out 
the comb.  Dip frames in beeswax.  
Bees will not draw out plastic frames. 

• You can move bees up to 2 feet from 
their present location; otherwise move 
them no less than 2 miles in order for 
them to orient themselves to the new 
location. 

• Be aware a local health inspector is 
making house calls.  He recently 
contacted Rose Nichols an hour prior 
to his visit.  Make sure your honey 
house is in order.  He checked lighting; 
bathroom facilities and asked if pets 
occupy the facilities. 

• Suggested future meeting topics 
include proper labeling of honey.   

• Members asked for a bottling 
inspection checklist. 

 
Raffle 9:40 PM 
 
Meeting Adjourned  9:30 PM 



 
Program for next meeting:  1st aid for bee 
stings. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Laura Davis 
 
 
 
Beeyard Notes for November 

 
Your hives should be heavy with stores; if 
not, continue to feed any light hives. For 
fall and winter feeding, an easy rule of 
thumb for small batches of syrup is 1 cup of 
water for 1 pound of sugar. Remember, if 
there’s too much water, the bees will have to 
work hard to evaporate it to the proper 
consistency. That’s why we make it thick at 
this time of the year. 
Moisture, not cold, is the leading cause of 
problems in the winter hive. Be sure to 
leave the screened bottom board uncovered 
and allow for moist air to escape at the top 
of the hive. A hive stand works nicely as a 
skirt to block winds from blowing into the 
hive bottom. Do not allow moisture to 
condense on the hive top and drip onto the 
cluster of bees below. A mouse guard or 
entrance reducer is also recommended. 
If you do not have a subscription to one of 
the many bee magazines, consider 
subscribing. Use the winter off-season to 
read and be ready to implement your new 
knowledge next spring. 
 
 
Events 
 
4 November Suffolk News Reports: 
The Chesapeake Heritage Arts Festival will 
be held at Chesapeake City Park, 500 
Greenbrier Parkway, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Activities include craft vendors, beekeeping 
demonstrations, an animal tent, candle 
making, wagon rides and more. For more 
information call 382-6411. 

 

Virginia Beekeepers’ Website 
 
It seems our state website is not as up to date  
with information as it should be.  In the Events 
section it lists events that happened back in 
2005!  For our club, it does not list our current 
officers.  I guess keeping a website up to date 
is harder to do than you might think.  Perhaps 
once our TBA website is up and running, we 
can help improve our state website. 
 
Hive Management 
Hive management is an ongoing task.   Once 
our TBA website is up and running, we could 
have a section for lessons learned from club 
members.  A forum section would be good to 
share ideas, problems and solutions.  Some 
times it seems that things go wrong, and you 
don’t know why.  Other times when things go 
right you want to congratulate yourself, but 
odds are it is more than likely just the honey 
bees doing the right things. 
 
Note About Other Clubs 
 
I have friends in two North Carolina 
Beekeepers clubs.  The Elizabeth City club is  
going to buy an extractor.  I mentioned this 
my friend in the Wake County club and he 
laughed and said that his club had two 
extractors! 
 
Perhaps we could discuss using our dues in 
ways to help our fellow beekeepers keep the 
cost of beekeeping down.  We are the largest 
beekeepers association in the state of 
Virginia.  So I think that what our club owns 
should be the best in the state. 
 

Report From VBA’s Winter Meeting 
 
It will be good to hear what was learned from 
Virginia Beekeepers’ winter meeting.   Dr. 
Marla Spivak and Dr. Dewey Caron are two 
very outstanding researchers in beekeeping.  
So those who attend please share what you 
learned at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


