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A Message from our President,
Joe Taylor

| hope to see each of you at the Founders Day
Dinner and cookout.

Hello Fellow Beekeepers,

Don't forget to keep feeding your bees!

Next Meeting: Sunday, February 10, 2008

from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Location : Kings Fork Community House,

1600 Kings Fork Rd., Suffolk, VA 23434.

Program: FOUNDERS DAY DINNER in

lieu of regular meeting. !

Holiday Social Location

It may be a little early to start thinking abouéth $
2008 Holiday Social, but Steve Black has asked o,
each of us to think of a new venue for our party.
Requirements are a restaurant with a private or
semi-private room large enough to accommodate
40+ people, moderate pricing and a diverse
menu. If you have a place in mind, please call
Steve Black at (757) 255-4176 with your . (
suggestion. The sooner we determine a location, .

the greater the choice of dates and the easier the (

planning for the 2008 social. + %
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Founders Day
Dinner

January Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the January membership
meeting are available to TBA members on
our website at:

http://www.tidewaterbeekeepers.net/members/meeting_minutes.html

Our annual Founders Day
Dinner is a potluck supper in
lieu of our February
membership meeting. TBA members, their
'«ﬁ) spouse or guest and family members are invited
to share a meal and good fellowship. The dinner
" will take place onSunday, February 18, at the
Kings Fork Community House, 1600 Kings Fork
Rd., Suffolk, VA 23434 from 5:00 pm to 7:30

# 11 ! pm
=10 . Steve Black has graciously volunteered to
1 2 barbeque chicken for all of us and Rose Nichols
0,31 1 will provide the drinks and supplies. Please
( /4005 bring one of your family's favorite side dishes or
' desserts and a serving utensil. RSVP to Steve
Black at (757) 255-4176 as soon as possible with
the number of people attending so that he and
$ ! ! Rose can plan accordingly.
55-50/ 0 . Come enjoy an evening of good cheer, delicious
6 /7 food, and engaging conversation with your
. @ fellow beekeepers!
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4@ Mid-Atlantic Home & Flower
Show

The Mid-Atlantic Home & Flower Show will be
held February 1B through the 1% at the
Virginia Beach Convention Center. TBA will
have a booth in the lobby with the other
associations and societies were we can sell honey
and hive products. This is a wonderful
opportunity to educate the public about
protecting honeybees in the home environment
while stressing their role as pollinators in our
food supply. Show hours are extended this year
so many volunteers are needed. Exhibit hours
are Friday and Saturday from 10:00 am to 9:00
pm and Sunday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.

Carol Watkins will be coordinating volunteers.
Please call her with the day and time that you
can help staff the booth. If you have products to
sell, please let Carol know that also. You can
reach her at (757) 563-2275 or
beewaspflw@aol.com Carol will also circulate
the sign-up sheet at the Founders Day Dinner.
The schedule to date is available to TBA

members on our website at:
http://www.tidewaterbeekeepers.net/members/homegfio show.html
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Soap Making

January’s membership

meeting featured a program

by TBA member, Rose

Nichols on homemade soap.

Those of us who have used

Rose’s fabulous soap in the
past have been eagerly awaiting the recipe.
Rose shared both her recipe and the
directions with us, explaining that making
soap can be hazardous due to the caustic
lye used to start the chemical process.
Rose explained that she has specific
utensils that she uses exclusively for her
soapmaking. She told us how she
measures each ingredient ahead of time so
that she does not have to pause once the
process is underway. Rose stressed that
making soap initiates a chemical reaction
between the components so it is extremely
important to follow instructions and know the
properties of each ingredient used; one
change may require a recalculation of the
entire  recipe. She explained that
homemade soap is not inexpensive, that
premium ingredients yield a superior soap
worth taking the time to make at home.
Rose demonstrated cutting the soap after
removing it from her homemade soapbox,
but she couldn't cut it as fast as TBA
members were buying it! Rose has offered
to host a soapmaking workshop on
Wednesday morning, January 30™, for those
members interested in participating in a
more advanced hands-on class. Please call
Rose at 757-539-2036 for more information.
Thank you Rose for sharing your knowledge
(and especially the recipe!) with us.
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Lisa Wiggins made a plea at las =
month’s membership meeting fo.

raffle items. Please consider bringing a bee-
themed item occasionally for donation to the
raffle table. Proceeds from the raffle go into the
club treasury to help offset TBA expenses. Plus,
the raffle is just plain fun for all of us!

4

Raffle Items Needed
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Beekeeping Leqgislation

A new beekeeper-friendly law in New Jersey
requires commercial pesticide applicators and
operators to contact agricultural agencies prior to
exterminating honeybee colonies and establishes
penalties for the destruction of man-made hives.
TBA has formed a committee to examine the
possibility of posing similar legislation in
Virginia.

The two-part law was the cooperative work of
the Secretary of Agriculture in conjunction with
the Commissioner of Environmental Protection,
and in cooperation with the New Jersey
Beekeepers Association, the New Jersey Pest
Management Association, and the New Jersey
Cooperative Extension of Rutgers, the State
University.

Part one requires commercial pesticide
applicators in the State to contact identified
county, regional or State agricultural agencies to
either obtain assistance in relocating specific
honeybee colonies, or to seek approval to destroy
the colonies, prior to extermination.The
provisions of this section do not

apply to honey bee colonies found

residing within buildings or other

indoor structures. The rules and

regulations include appropriate
emergency health and safety

exceptions, minimum  response

times for agricultural agencies or designated
responders, as well as enforcement and penalty
provisions for violations.

Part two states that any person who intentionally
destroys a man-made honey bee hive without the
approval required shall be liable to a civil
penalty of up to $1,000 for each offense.
Penalties recovered for violations of this section
shall be remitted to the Department of
Agriculture and expended on programs to revive
honeybee populations in the State.

Floyd Watkins will chair the TBA committee
exploring similar Virginia legislation with the
assistance of Bob Ferguson, C.E. Harris and Bob
Schwartz.  Mr. Spears, a guest from the
Northside Rotary Club, suggested that the club
also look to other associations outside the
beekeeping community for support to increase
the impact of the proposal. TBA Members are
encouraged to contact committee members with
any input or offers of assistance.



